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Dentistry in Spain

Demographics & Oral Health Programs



Country Demographics

- Registered Dentists: more than 
37,000 all over the country. 

- Stats show that in Spain we have 1 
dentist for every 1,600 inhabitants. 

- Spain is the 13th largest economy in 
the world, 5th in the European Union 
& 4th in the Eurozone, based on 
nominal GDP statistics. 

- 3rd most visited country in the world, 
with more than 60 million tourists/ 
year.
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Oral Health Programs 
(Programa de Salud Bucodental)

- This Oral Health Program appeared in Spain first time in 
1984, when the Ministry of Health and the World Health 
Organization decided to plan this specific program together. 

- We have 3,004 Health Centers and 10,112 Primary Care 
Clinics. 

- Apart from this, there are 453 hospitals, being 325 of them 
100% public. 

- The official coverage for medical/ dental assistance was 
95% (statistics provided from last year). 

Sagrada Familia Barcelona 
(1882. Antonio Gaudí)



Oral Health Status in Spain

- Specific Programs where dentists and dental students go to 
public and private schools and teach children, teachers and 
parents basic aspects about Oral Health. 

- Health Centers (Primary Attention), are also places where 
children, parents and adults receive classes and basic 
aspects about Oral Health.

- Facts: 
1. Foreign children living in Spain have 

MORE cavit ies than spanish 
children, regardless of social status. 

2. Prevalence of caries and caries 
rates are between 40-50% higher in 
immigrant children, compared with 
spanish children. Alhambra Granada 

(889 as fortress & 1333 as 
palace)



Why these facts???



Social Security in Spain

• Called “Programa de Salud Bucodental”. 

• It includes: 

• Every child from 5-14 years old it’s included on the 
program. 

• Included on every children:

Dentistry

1.Yearly Clinical Exams 
2. Radiographs (only if necessary) 
3. Extractions 
4. Fluoride varnish 
5. Restaurations in permanent dentition 
6. Prophys with Ultrasonic scaler 
7. Sealants 
8. Pulpotomy & pulpectomy 
9.Reconstructions of incisors and canines (only 
because of malformation or trauma) Santiago de Compostela 

Cathedral 
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Programa de Salud Bucodental

Program main focus: 

1. Improve NOT ONLY oral hygiene, but also oral health in children. 

2. Create a way of lifestyle and feeding so we can prevent and promote oral 
health in children. 

3. At a first stage, back in 2008, this Program was exclusively directed to 
boys and girls between 7 and 8 years old, with no differences between 
communities (in the U.S, every community would represent a state), so 
EVERY CHILDREN can be attended. 

4. After 2008, this Program was extended to ages between 5 and 14 years 
old. 

5. The actual estimation is that in Spain, 87% of the children in the country 
can see a dentist, AT LEAST, once a year. 



Dental Education in Spain
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Dental Schools in Spain

- Spain has 19 schools of dentistry (4th in Europe) 

- From those 19 schools of dentistry: 7 private and 12 public. 

- This means: 1356 professionals annually. 

- Average of students per class: 71 students per class. It 
always depends on the community and university (in mine, 
for example, we were 25). University of Oviedo. 

- Grade that you need to get, in order of going to a School of 
Dentistry in Spain (it ranks from 1 to 10): 

- Based on studies done in 2014, dentistry in Spain would rank 
between the third and fourth place in Europe, after Sweden, 
Finland & Norway (Scandinavian countries), and Switzerland.

- Private universities: unknown 
- Public universities: average of 8.32/10 (the lowest 

one was 7.97 last year).

Plaza de España of Seville 
(1928, by Aníbal González)



Dental Education in Spain

- Academic Requirements for Dental School: 
                     High School Diploma and Achieve the     minimum score for dental school (it 
depends on the place you would like to go, but you have to expect to get, at least, an 
8/10). 

- Requirements for Graduation: 
              Dental School is 5 years, and EVERY class and EVERY clinical sessions in 
mandatory. At least you need to complete 90% of assistance to be able to take every 
single exam. The 5th year is exclusively clinical, from 8.30 am to 6.00 pm. 
Every subject during the 5 years is a KEY. It means that you cant get to third year (for 
example), if you have failed a subject in the second year. You have to pass ALL of them 
before.  

- Requirements for practicing Dentistry: 
                   Diploma, Certificate and Specific Documentation that needs to be accepted 
by the Regional Boards of Dentistry. You have to be a Member of the College of Dentists 
of your Region (would be the same as Community/ State). 

- Requirements for Pediatric Dentistry/ Specialty Practice: 
                Complete 2 or 3 more years of Master/ Specialty (the same thing as “residency” 
in the U.S., with the difference that in Europe, when we talk about “residency”, we are 
talking about Medicine. 
Once completed, you get another Diploma/ Certificate that names you as Dentist + 
Specialist. 

-         In Europe YOU WILL NEVER be a Doctor (legally), unless you do your Doctorate. 
You present it, you defend it and you are named “Doctor”. 
                     



USA & Spain

Differences that I noticed (from a national perspective):

USA Spain

Population 318.9 million 47.27 million

Dental Schools 65 19

Ratio of DDS/ patient 64,000 : 1 1,476 : 1

Graduating DDS/ year 12,000 1,356

Pediatric Dentists 6,000 350
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MY UCLA EXPERIENCE
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My UCLA Experience

- The UCLA experience. Important things I have seen: 
1.New classes & new skills: CAMBRA, SMG… 
2.New dental procedures, techniques and materials (amalgam…). 
3.Experiences with kids with special needs. IOCP, IVGA, OR, 
Craniofacial… 
4.Getting involved with the low income population of Los Angeles. 

   
  I am proud of the experience I have lived this year. I had the 
opportunity of being a member of one of the most recognized 
universities in the world, which is really important, but also of meeting 
amazing people, making important friends, growing up not only as a 
dentist but as a person, too, and realize that there is always room for 
improvement. 



I always had this in mind… and IT HELPED!



Thank you, UCLA, for this amazing year


